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Desi Food Culture and Diasporic Identity: Mukherjee’s Jasmine, Lahiri’s The

Namesake, and Ali’s Brick Lane

cultural heritages by making desi foods. Cooking of desi recipes by diasporic

women helps different diasporic generations to communicate and establish

ethnic ties. In the book, Food and Foodways in African Narratives:

Community, Culture and Heritage, Jonathan Highfield claims that “. . . the

food people eat and the way it is prepared speaks volumes about their

relationship to the culture, their place in society, and their interaction with the

environment” (Highfield 157). In this paper, I have posited that desi food

culture, as depicted in the works of Mukharjee, Lahiri, and Ali, plays an

integral role in mediating the diasporic condition - bridging memory and

identity, homeland and hostland, and ultimately shaping a dynamic, evolving

sense of belonging rooted in hybridity and cultural negotiation.
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